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International Chinese Learners

Striving towards a modern
coastal metropolis . _
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Take the Stage at Tianyige Museum

2026 Chinese Language Talent
Show was held at Tianyige Museum
on September 25, bringing together
more than 30 Chinese- language en-
thusiasts from countries including
Denmark, Yemen, Ireland, India and
Sri Lanka, along with nearly 100 lo-
cal residents and visitors.

Organized by Tianyige Museum
and hosted by the International Com-
munication Center of Ningbo Daily
Group, the event combined a festive
cultural fair with a lively Chinese-lan-
guage get-together, creating opportu-
nities for international participants
and Chinese visitors to interact
through language, games and tradi-
tional culture.

The event featured a cultural
fair, where foreign participants be-
came game hosts in a series of inter-
active Chinese games. Visitors could
collect stamps by completing chal-
lenges such as shuttlecock kicking,
rock-paper-scissors and ring toss.

Among the participants was 14-
year- old Rom, a student at Ningbo
British International School and the
youngest contestant of the day. At the

shuttlecock-kicking station, Rom ex-
plained the rules to visitors in fluent
Chinese, while visitors shared their
own shuttlecock skills with him. A
simple game quickly turned into a
friendly exchange between young
people from different cultural back-
grounds.

Danish participant Jakob also
impressed visitors with his fluent Chi-
nese. Although he had been living in
Ningbo for only three months, he had
first visited China in 2008 and has
since developed a strong connection
with the country. During the event, he
joined visitors in a "heart- to- heart"
game and even exchanged phrases in
different Chinese dialects.

The cultural fair also featured
handicrafts, flower arranging, callig-
raphy and Chinese- character activi-
ties, giving visitors an immersive ex-
perience of traditional Chinese cul-
ture.

The main showcase began at 2:
30 p.m. A multinational group called
Rivo, consisting of four young peo-
ple from Bangladesh, Grenada and
Iraq, opened the program with a per-
formance of the popular Chinese
song "Blue and White Porcelain,"
dressed in traditional Chinese- style
attire.

Ten finalists then took the stage
to demonstrate their Chinese- lan-
guage skills. They came to China at
different stages of their lives—some
having lived in the country for more
than 20 years, while others had ar-
rived only three or four years ago. Af-
ter two preliminary events, they ad-
vanced to the final showcase.

The event went beyond conven-
tional language tests. Contestants
first answered questions about China,
including the country's longest river
and the founder of Tianyige Museum.
Many achieved full marks in this
round.

They then competed in a series
of entertaining challenges, including
Chinese character games, a Chinese-
language telephone game and a mini
debate. Their performances drew
laughter, applause and cheers from
the audience, demonstrating not only
their command of Chinese but also

their enthusiasm for Chinese culture.
Now in its ninth year at Tiany-
ige Museum, the Chinese Language
Talent Show has become a signature
program for international cultural ex-
change in the city. According to
Zheng Weiwei, deputy director of
Tianyige Museum, the event aims to
help more foreigners living in Ning-
bo gain a deeper understanding of
Chinese culture and experience a re-
al, friendly and vibrant China.
"Ningbo is a city where cultural
heritage meets smart and modern liv-
ing," Zheng said. "We hope foreign
friends can develop a stronger sense

of belonging and fulfillment here,
and discover their own favorite ways
of experiencing life in Ningbo."

Tianyige Museum plans to con-
tinue developing high- quality pro-
grams centered on the Chinese lan-
guage and Chinese culture, allowing
more foreigners in Ningbo to experi-
ence traditional Chinese culture and
festive traditions firsthand while cre-
ating new opportunities for cultural
exchange between China and the rest
of the world.

Reporters: Wang Yuting, Ye Ke, Zheng Kaixia Translator: Yang Di




