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This year also marks the 25th an-
niversary of the signing of the Treaty
of Good-Neighborliness and Friendly
Cooperation Between China and Rus-
sia. Interactions between the two heads
of countries continue to attract global
attention while also shaping the devel-
opment strategies and trade directions
of Ningbo’s international trade com-
munity.

According to data from China’s
Ministry of Commerce, bilateral trade
between China and Russia has exceed-
ed USD 200 billion for three consecu-
tive years, with China remaining Rus-
sia’s largest trading partner for 16
years in a row. Statistics from Ningbo
Customs show that in the first four
months of this year, total imports and
exports between Ningbo and Russia
reached RMB 17.04 billion, up 22%
year on year.

Responding toMarket Demand:
Ningbo Products Gain Ground
in Russia

Through innovation and precise
market adaptation, Ningbo enterprises
have become both“market gap fillers”
and“industry pioneers”in Russia.

Ningbo United International Co,
Ltd., specializing in LED lighting and
small household appliances, entered
the Russian market through the Canton
Fair in 1996. By tailoring product de-
velopment to customer needs, the com-
pany expects its exports to Russia to
grow by 10% this year.

Ningbo Fulljoy Electronic Tech-
nology Co, Ltd., holder of more than
100 patents, exported over RMB 14
million worth of products to Russia in
the first four months of the year, more

than doubling its performance from
the same period last year.

Ningbo Careline Electric Appli-
ance Co, Ltd. launched air fryers de-
signed specifically for Russian con-
sumers, exporting more than 200,000
units in four months with a total value
of RMB 46.7 million, tripling year-on-
year growth.

Ningbo Trex Machinery Co, Ltd.
now sees nearly one-fifth of its total ex-
ports destined for Russia, with exports
exceeding RMB 45 million during the
first four months of this year.

Following the large- scale with-
drawal of Western brands from Russia
in 2022, the Russian market entered a
critical period of supply chain restruc-
turing and brand reshuffling. Ningbo
responded early with business model
innovation. The city organized its own
consumer goods expos in Russia, held
on a city- to-city basis, with three edi-
tions already completed and intended
orders surpassing RMB 1 billion in to-
tal. Ningbo has also established offline
platforms such as product exhibition
and sales centers and the Cixi Premi-
um Products Pavilion, while expand-
ing online channels and attracting ma-
jor Russian e- commerce platforms to
establish operations locally.

Integrating into IndustryChains:
Ningbo’s Deeper Role in Russia

Ningbo’s international trade busi-

nesses are no longer focused solely on
exporting products; increasingly, they
aim to integrate into local industrial
chains.

A Ningbo- based company spe-
cializing in marine electrical control
systems and generator sets, supplies
equipment used in polar research ves-
sels and Arctic oil tankers operating
along northern sea routes. Its products
are engineered for extremely cold and
humid environments. In the first four
months of this year, the company’s ex-
ports to Russia reached approximately
RMB 65 million, a year- on- year in-
crease of 395%.

Ningbo has also emerged as a
“pathbreaker”in logistics connectivi-

ty. In September last year, the world’s
first China- Europe Arctic container
shipping route made its maiden voy-
age from Ningbo-Zhoushan Port, trav-
eling through the Northeast Arctic Pas-
sage and the Bering Strait directly to
Europe. This route has made Ningbo
the world’s only hub connecting the
Pacific, Indian, Atlantic, and Arctic
Oceans, further reshaping logistics pat-
terns between China, Russia, and Eu-
rope.

Later this month, the launch cere-
mony for the Ningbo- Zhoushan Port
Arctic shipping route will take place
during the opening ceremony of the
10th Maritime Silk Road Port Coopera-
tion Forum.

LookingAhead:
Capturing Greater Opportunities

Xie Wenkai, an expert from the
Ningbo Maritime Silk Road Institute,
noted that the current window of op-
portunity for cooperation with Russia
is narrowing. He argued that Ningbo
must shift from“opportunity- driven
growth”to“systematic capacity build-
ing.”He suggested leveraging the de-
velopment of the“Ice Silk Road”to
create an integrated trade and shipping
framework while improving Arctic
shipping service systems.

A representative from the Ningbo
Chamber of Commerce under the Chi-
na Chamber of International Com-
merce emphasized that Ningbo should
capitalize on its port and logistics
strengths by relying on sea- rail inter-
modal transport and new Arctic ship-
ping corridors to facilitate the distribu-
tion of resources and goods. At the
same time, the city should further de-
velop new business models such as
cross-border e-commerce and overseas
exhibition platforms targeting Russia,
while strengthening professional ser-
vices and local market adaptation capa-
bilities.

China- Russia trade is evolving
from simple scale expansion toward
comprehensive upgrading in quality,
logistics connectivity, industrial inte-
gration, and digital transformation.
Ningbo’s role in this transformation
continues to grow and redefine itself.
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