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"Florence Should Celebrate

Striving towards a modern
coastal metropolis . .

"Florence should celebrate Ning-
bo Day," said Mario Razzannelli, a
former Florence city councillor in his
80s. On the morning of December 19
(local time), he walked into the City
Hall of Florence and submitted a pro-
posal calling for the establishment of
an annual Ningbo Day.
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"I suggest October 21, a date
etched into the memory of both cities,"
Razzannelli added.
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Nineteen years ago, on October
21, a replica of David, the iconic mas-
terpiece by Florentine Renaissance
artist Michelangelo, was installed in
Ningbo. The installation quickly
sparked a sensation in both China and
Ttaly and became a cultural bridge
between the two cities.
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Razzannelli played a key role in
bringing David to Ningbo. In 2003,
then aFlorence city councillorand pres-
ident of the city's menswear associa-
tion, he traveled to China for the Ningbo
International Fashion Festival. It was
his first visitto China, and he was imme-
diately struck by what he called "an ex-
ceptional Ningbo," vowing to intro-
ducethecity tothepeopleofFlorence.
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Thanks to Razzannelli's constant
contribution, the friendship between
the two cities blossomed over the
years. In 2006, the replica of David
crossed the oceans and the seas to

Ningbo Day"

Mario Razzannelli (left) at Florence's City Hall.

Ningbo. Two years later, the cities for-
malized their friendship city relation-
ship, with Ningbo reciprocating by
sending replicas of Southern Song
Dynasty stone carvings depicting
ancient civil and military talents to
Florence. In 2011, a bronze statue of
Dante was installed in Ningbo Book
City, and in 2014, the China (Ningbo)
- Italy Industrial Park officially
opened, cementing economic as well
as cultural collaboration.
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Over the past 22 years, Raz-
zannelli has made 68 long- haul
journeys to strengthen the bonds be-
tween the two cities. In recognition
of his efforts, he was awarded the
honorary citizenship of Ningbo and is
affectionately recognized as a modern-
day Marco Polo—a bridge between
East and West, forged through his
vision, perseverance, and personal
dedication to fostering friendship.
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The map at Florence's City Hall.

The roots of this friendship
stretch back centuries. Florence's City
Hall preserves a hand-drawn Chinese
map from the 13th century, with
“Ninbo” clearly marked in Latin.

RBEIE, REHE T FHERE
— A JEH T I B G THIE
7, s —EEET 13 ] . HE
RFINF LRI EE A, b ik
RIREERL T ST

"That alone is reason enough to
devote a lifetime to this cause, mak-
ing countless journeys back and
forth worthwhile," Razzannelli said.
This year marks the 55th anniversary
of China - Italy diplomatic relations
and the 50th anniversary of China -
EU ties, while next year will mark
20 years since David arrived in
Ningbo.
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Razzannelli proposed that Ning-
bo Day feature a mayoral forum to
encourage high- level cooperation;
cultural  exhibitions  highlighting
Ningbo's intangible cultural heritage,
including bone- and- wood inlay,
alongside joint performances by art-
ists from both cities; and platforms
to promote trade and collaboration in
green technology and fashion design.
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"This is an idea worth pursuing,"
said Giovanni Bettarini, Councillor
for Culture of the Municipality of
Florence. "A Ningbo Day would fur-
ther introduce Ningbo to Florence,
and Florence to Ningbo."
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Massimo Manetti, President of
the Chamber of Commerce of Flor-
ence, said the two cities had already
fostered meaningful exchanges and
added that he was "ready at any time
to support friendly cooperation."
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A local official in Ningbo said
that establishing an annual celebra-
tion of the friendship between cities
would inject fresh momentum into
exchanges between Chinese cities and
their international counterparts in the
new era.
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