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2025 Maritime Silk Road Port Cooperation Forum
Opens i“ Ni“gbo Striving towards a modern

coastal metropolis . .

BRICHLEEART
On May 27, 2025, the Ningbo In-

ternational Conference Center in Ning-
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bo, Zhejiang welcomed over 900 insti-
tutions and enterprises from more than
40 countries and regions to the open-
ing of the 2025 Maritime Silk Road
Port Cooperation Forum. This four-
day event from May 26 to 29, themed
“Go Green Go Intelligent,” brings to-
gether more than 1,000 guests to dis-
cuss global maritime cooperation, sus-
tainable development, and innovation
in port and shipping industries.

Since its inception in 2015, the
Maritime Silk Road Forum has grown
from a small-scale event into a corner-
stone international platform for mari-
time cooperation under the Belt and
Road framework. Over the past de-
cade, it has developed a reputation for
facilitating global maritime exchang-
es, aligning shipping standards, foster-
ing trade partnerships, and promoting
multilateral collaboration. This year’ s
forum saw participation increase ten-
fold compared to the first edition, un-
derscoring Ningbo’ s role as a key mar-
itime gateway linking Asia, Europe,
the Americas, Africa, and Oceania.

This year’ s forum featured a rich
program including a main forum, two
major summits, and a series of special-
ized sessions focused on integrated lo-
gistics, port Al, shipping finance,
green development, pilotage safety,
and maritime law. Beyond discus-
sions, delegates also enjoyed cultural
exhibitions and port city tours that con-
nected Ningbo’ s maritime heritage
with cutting-edge innovation.

Industry leaders and experts de-
livered keynote speeches and thematic
talks focused on technological innova-
tion for shipping efficiency and sus-
tainability, the creation of green,
smart, and open maritime ecosystems,
and pathways to decarbonize interna-
tional shipping in pursuit of net zero
goals. The forum also explored Singa-
pore’ s maritime development and city-
port integration, innovative Belt and
Road maritime cooperation from de-
sign consultancy perspectives, and
challenges in energy and container
shipping markets. An expert dialogue
on digital transformation and sustain-
able growth further deepened the ex-
change of ideas.

Gary Millar, Vice Mayor of Liver-
pool, emphasized the forum’ s impor-
tance as a global platform. He re-
marked, “The role that Ningbo plays is
a really, really important one. To me,
the answer is obvious—by being at
this forum, it serves as a launchpad for
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discovering what Ningbo is doing in
terms of Maritime Silk Road initia-
tives related to innovation, green de-
velopment, and intelligence. Unless
you do things like this, who knows?
This is a crucial platform not only for
Ningbo but for the maritime industry
worldwide.” Millar’ s reflections un-
derscored the event’s role as a catalyst
for global maritime cooperation and
knowledge exchange.

Anne Sophie Zerlang Karlsen,
Head of Operations for Maersk in Asia
Pacific, highlighted the unique posi-
tion of Ningbo in global trade, remark-
ing that “Ningbo is not only one of the
largest ports in the world, it's also one
of the best-run ports in the world.”

Concrete achievements marked
the forum beyond discussions. On
May 26, representatives from over 30
countries  formalized  cooperation
frameworks at the High-Level Round-
table Conference, committing to deep-
en port collaboration and jointly build
a sustainable global supply chain com-
munity. The workshop in the after-
noon, gathering senior leaders from
ports, terminal operators, shipping
companies, international organiza-
tions, and research institutions, adopt-
ed the joint statement on strengthening
resilience in maritime logistics chains
amid global changes.

On May 27, the forum released
authoritative industry reports by insti-
tutes, including the Ministry of Trans-
port Planning Research Institute and
the Shanghai International Shipping
Research Center, showcasing regional
maritime achievements.

Strategic agreements highlighted
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the forum’ s emphasis on green and in-
telligent

development. Ningbo-
Zhoushan Port signed green shipping
corridor cooperation agreements with
Hamburg Port, Wilhelmshaven Port in
Germany, and Valencia Port in Spain,
advancing low- carbon collaboration
between Chinese and European ports
and solidifying its role as the domestic
hub with the largest number of green
shipping corridors under construction.

Further collaboration was estab-
lished as Ningbo- Zhoushan Port
signed a joint venture agreement with
COSCO Shipping Lines and frame-
work cooperation agreements with
China National Foreign Trade Trans-
portation Corporation, COSCO Bulk
Shipping, and Abu Dhabi Ports
Group, reinforcing global maritime
connectivity.

The thematic forums, scheduled
for May 28, will delve into niche mari-
time industry areas such as integrated
logistics, port artificial intelligence,
shipping finance, green development,
pilotage safety, and legal protection for
maritime operations. Nearly 20 action-
able outcomes are expected from these
sessions, including innovation center
signings, maritime financial research
partnerships, green methanol supply
chain agreements, new energy initia-
tives, and legal frameworks promoting
ocean governance.

For many like Millar, the real val-
ue was in the chance to connect across
borders—and generations.

“Unless you do things like this,
who knows what opportunities are
missed?” he said, adding that Ningbo’ s
example—of pairing high- tech infra-
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structure with openness to exchange—
offered a model for others. “Ningbo is
teaching me,” he said. “But we also
want to share. Liverpool is open. Let’s
keep talking, listening, and learning.”

Millar’ s call was both personal
and practical. He spoke of deepening
ties between the UK and China, of his
own commitment to returning regular-
ly to Ningbo, and of his hope that more
Chinese delegations will visit Liver-
pool in turn. “Let’ s be friends,” he
said with a smile. “And let’ s continue
this relationship—for as long as I’ m
on this earth.”

By week’ s end, the forum had
produced not just a flurry of agree-
ments and white papers, but something
more intangible: a sense that port cit-
ies, once bastions of hard infrastruc-
ture, are becoming nodes in a softer
network—of shared knowledge, mutu-
al respect, and lasting friendship.

Looking ahead, the 2025 Mari-
time Silk Road Port Cooperation Fo-
rum exemplifies Ningbo’ s ambition to
lead maritime cooperation in a chang-
ing global landscape. By convening an
unprecedented scale of global partici-
pation and producing forward-looking
outcomes, the forum is laying the
groundwork for an integrated ecosys-
tem linking industry, academia, re-
search, and practical applications. The
spirit of partnership and innovation
embodied in the forum signals a resil-
ient future for global maritime logis-
tics, advancing green transformation
and digital empowerment to navigate
the evolving world.

By Pan Wenjie



