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From Coffee to Comfort:
German Expat Finds ldeal Life
in Rural Ningbo

Striving towards a modern
coastal metropolis . .

RIGMCH LS

Depart from Cicheng Ancient Town
in Ningbo, Zhejiang Province, and embark
on your journey towards Mao’ ao Village.
As you bypass the Maoli reservoir, you’ Il
come upon a classic brick house nestled
amidst the sea of blooming Galsang flow-
ers. This charming spot is home to the
“Bamboo Coffee Roasters”.
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Two years ago, Frank, a German son-
in- law, arrived in this village, the home-
town of his wife.
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The village, surrounded by lush
mountains and lucid waters, boasts narrow
intertwining paths, bamboo groves, and
seas of flowers. “It’ s unique,” Frank re-
marked that he fell in love with the place at
first glance. Last year, when his daughter
was born, Frank decided to leave his well-
paying job to start a business here, allow-
ing him to spend more time with his grow-
ing child.
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“After having selected the location,
we spent an entire year refurbishing this
house”, Frank’ s wife Niuniu said. “Frank
wanted to preserve the old house’ s unique
charm and restore it to its ‘original state’.”
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“We’ ve preserved nearly everything,
from the external fagade to the roof, except
for the bluestone slabs at the bar, which
were too damaged to keep. The local offi-

cials have been very supportive of our reno-
vation, even helping us source old bricks
from demolished ancient houses.”
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The logo of Bamboo Coffee Roasters
was designed by Frank himself.
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During his daily morning runs, Frank
enjoys using his phone to capture the pic-
turesque beauty of the village, especially
the extensive bamboo groves, which he
finds particularly enchanting. Inspired by
these scenes, Frank extracted patterns
from his photos, simplified them into ele-
mental forms, and created the striking bam-
boo logo. The name of the coffee shop also
draws inspiration from these scenic views.
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In mid- June this year, Bamboo Cof-
fee Roasters finally began its business after
much anticipation.
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Through simple word- of- mouth
alone, the coffee shop attracted numerous
tourists within just halfa month. Many visi-
tors would spend entire days there without
even realizing it, fulfilling Frank’ s vision
of providing a retreat from the hustle and
bustle where people could savor a cup of
coffee crafted by his own hands.
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A cup of fragrant coffee, a piece of
hand-made cake, and a window to lay be-
side and listen to the rain—this is the kind
of lifestyle that Frank aims to create.
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<dFrank is making coffee.

Bamboo Coffee is the first coffee
shop in the village, where a couple of local
elders often drop in to enjoy a coffee and
chat with old friends.
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Notably, on the shop’s shelves are dis-
played a variety of hand-made orange jams
and bayberry wine. “We make these our-
selves using agricultural products from the
village,” added Niuniu. “Frank noticed the
elderly in the village carrying baskets of
fruit to sell and decided to help by buying
some from them.”
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