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Ningbo Yue Kiln Celado
Shines in Rouen, France

On June 25th (local time, CEST), a
Yue Kiln celadon art exhibition to present
the works of Ningbo celadon master Shi
Zhen opened at the Art of Fire Gallery in
Rouen, France. China’s domestic Yue Kiln
celadon made its first appearance abroad
as the national intangible cultural heritage
project from Ningbo brought an inaugural
exhibition to France.
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“The two sister cities of Ningbo and
Rouen are forging closer ties. Through this
exhibition of porcelain - an emblematic
symbol of Chinese culture - the two cities
have created a new platform for cultural di-
alogue so that each will value its own civili-
zation and facilitate their common prog-
ressas well,” said Shi.
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The year 2024 commemorates the
60th anniversary of China- France diplo-
matic ties, as well as the 34th anniversary
of Ningbo- Rouen sister- city relationship.
In honor of the everlasting friendship, this
overseas celadon exhibition is hosted by
Ningbo Municipal People’ s Government
and organized by the Rouen- Ningbo
Friendship Committee and the Art of Fire
Gallery in Rouen, France.
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The inseparable lingual connection
between Chinese Qingci (“celadon”) and
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Striving towards a modern

coastal metropolis . .

Shi Zhen gives master classes in Rouen.

French word “céladon” adds to the signifi-
cance of the event. In English, porcelain
is commonly referred to as “china”, yet
Qingci has the distinct name of “celadon”,
underscoring its esteemed status. It is note-
worthy that the term “celadon” is derived
from the French word “céladon”.
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Meanwhile, Rouen was one of the
early centers of porcelain production in
France. The porcelain produced in Rouen
in the late 17th century often featured intri-
cate blue and white patterns and oriental
designs, reminiscent of the renowned blue
and white porcelain styles from Jingde-
zhen of southeastern China’s Jiangxi Prov-
ince.
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The exhibition consists of four dis-
tinct sections, showcasing a total of 20 art-
works which adopt traditional firing tech-
niques alongside innovative interpreta-
tions of Yue Kiln celadon. These new cela-
don creations uniquely blend Western ab-
stract art with the traditional Chinese aes-
thetic of Yue Kiln celadon. On the opening
day, the exquisite celadon artworks capti-
vated numerous residents of Rouen, draw-
ing them to explore and appreciate the dis-
play.
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From June 26 to 28 (local time,
CEST), Shi was invited to several events in
Rouen, including delivering celadon lec-
tures as well as master classes and engag-
ing in professional art exchanges at local
ceramics museums and the art gallery.
These activities provided a warm opportu-
nity for interaction with numerous local en-
thusiasts of ceramic art.
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“Being here evokes a wonderful
sense of familiarity. I’ m truly excited,” Shi
shared her enthusiasm. To her, Rouen —
much like Ningbo — holds a profound cul-
tural heritage and embodies a blend of mo-
dernity and openness. By virtue of these en-

A celadon exhibit on display.

gagements and exhibitions, she aims to
present Ningbo’ s national intangible cul-
tural heritage of Yue Kiln celadon to the
people of Rouen, further enriching Sino-
French friendship with a vibrant cultural
“Culture and art unite our
hearts,” she concluded.
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exchange.
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The exhibition will last until Septem-
ber 22 local time in Rouen, France.
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