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From China to the World:
Chinese Qipao Show Shines Bright in USA

Striving towards a modern

coastal metropolis . _

ERII R A

On the afternoon of April 26th, the
event of Experience Chinese Fashion and
Arts — co-hosted by the Chinese Embassy in
the United States and the Associates of the
American Foreign Service Worldwide -
was held at the embassy premises. Its orga-
nizers were the Ningbo Performing Arts
Group and Zhejiang Chantel Gong Cultural
Industry Development Co., Ltd.
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A highlight of the event was the mes-
merizing fashion show, "Silk Road Splen-
dor", presented by a delegation from Ningbo.
Exhibiting the timeless beauty of Chinese at-
tire, the show captivated nearly 300 guests
(including diplomats and their spouses from
over 60 countries), who were transported on
an immersive journey through the rich tapes-
try of Chinese culture.
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The genesis of this cultural extravaganza
canbe traced back to a serendipitous moment.
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In September 2023, the Ningbo Per-
forming Arts Group brought the dance drama
“Mulan” to the United States. At the pre-
miere reception in Washington, D.C., the
group’ s chairman, Lin Hong, radiated ele-
gance in her attire of a red and black gipao.
Her poised demeanor and confidence en-
tranced the assembled guests, commanding
their full attention.
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This captivating moment spurred Chen
Chunmei, Minister Counselor of the Chinese
Embassy in the United States, to conceptual-
ize a grand cultural exchange event centered
on traditional Chinese attire, inviting diplo-
mats from diverse nations to partake in this
enriching experience.

HEEEEAR R ASRENEERA
T AR —IRFERGARI A PRSI

'n' —
nﬁhm

[FIZ#HE)
56118885

56118880

Qipao fashion show at the Chinese Embassy in the United States.
(Credit: Ningbo Performing Arts Group)
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As the Chinese New Year approached,
the Chinese Embassy extended an invitation
to the Ningbo Municipal Bureau of Culture,
Radio, Television, and Tourism for a cultural
exchange event. The event, to be held at the
embassy, would spotlight the history and
evolution of the gipao, a quintessential sym-
bol of Chinese fashion, and its significant
global influence.
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Upon receiving the invitation, the Ning-
bo Performing Arts Group, in collaboration
with Gong Hangyu, founder of Chantel Gong
and promoter of Chinese Textile Intangible
Cultural Heritage, scrupulously crafted the
“Silk Road Splendor” fashion show. Featur-
ing over 200 meticulously tailored gipaos in
elegant fabrics and innovative designs, the
show, presented by more than 20 models, ex-
uded the timeless allure of Chinese fashion.
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Chinese Ambassador to the United
States, Xie Feng, affirmed that the qipao em-
bodies both Chinese heritage and global sig-

nificance. Revered as a national treasure, it
epitomizes Chinese elegance while also em-
bracing global admiration through its fusion
of Eastern and Western elements.
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“Different cultures can prosper respec-
tively and together,” Xie reiterated. “Chinese
civilization thrives through innovation and
inclusiveness.”
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The afternoon witnessed the early arriv-
al of diplomats and their spouses from vari-
ous countries, who had been invited to the
event, all brimming with curiosity and eager
anticipation for the cultural experience.
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As members of the visiting delegation
adorned in qipaos graced the red carpet,
guests were enthralled by the modern and
chic gipao designs.
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Throughout the event, guests indulged
in trying on their favorite qipaos, with stylists
expertly crafting Chinese- style makeup, al-
lowing them to see themselves in a new light.
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Against the backdrop of the embassy’ s
elegant surroundings, the guests in gipaos
captured memories and experiences, creating
an unforgettable tableau.
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As the event drew to a close, the guests
donned suits and qipaos designed by Ning-
bo's renowned Hongbang (literally, red band)
tailors, taking to the stage to embrace the
charm of Chinese attire.
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Ms. Chen Chunmei noted that this event
marked a milestone in showcasing Chinese
culture to the world.
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It’ s noteworthy that the day before the
event, the Chinese Embassy in the United
States also invited Gong Hangyu to host two
special lectures on qipao art at the Chinese
American Art Museum and George Washing-
ton University. The exhibitions showcased
dozens of exquisite Chinese costumes, leav-
ing the audience captivated.
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Following their arrival in the United
States, the visiting art troupe also held a cos-
tume exhibition at the National Gallery of
Art, where the exquisite Chinese qipaos
seamlessly blended with the museum's artis-
tic ambiance, creating an enchanting fusion
of culture and art.
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