
By Jin Yuhan

On April 28 this year, a
ceremony marking the 40th
anniversary of the sister-city
relationship between Ningbo
and Aachen was held at
Aachen City Hall. On Octo-
ber 20, at Ningbo's invita-
tion, Aachen's mayor led a
30-member delegation on a
return visit to Ningbo.

Over the past 40 years,
Ningbo has become more
than a distant place name for
people in Aachen. The city
has built lasting connections
with Aachen through
schools, hospitals, businesses
and museums. Located in
western Germany near the
borders with the Netherlands
and Belgium, Aachen has
also become one of Ningbo's
longest- standing partners in
Europe. There is a street
named Ningbo Street in
Aachen.

According to the Ning-
bo Foreign Affairs Office,
Ningbo has established vari-
ous forms of friendly rela-
tions with 122 cities in 60
countries across five conti-
nents. Among its interna-
tional partners, Aachen was
the first city in Europe to
establish a sister- city rela-
tionship with Ningbo.

Education as the
Foundation

In 1984, Fachhoch-
schule Aachen helped Ning-
bo plan a new type of higher
education institution, laying
part of the groundwork for
what is now Ningbo Uni-
versity of Technology. Ger-
man experts and teachers
made repeated visits to
Ningbo to advise on aca-
demic programs, laboratory
development and faculty
training, while scholars and
engineers from Ningbo trav-
eled to Aachen to study.

These educational ex-
changes helped pave the way
for formal ties between the
two cities. In 1985, Ningbo
proposed establishing a sister-
city relationship with
Aachen. On October 25,

1986, the two cities formalized
the relationship. Aachen be-
came Ningbo's first sister city
in Europe, while Ningbo be-
came Aachen's first sister city
in Asia.

Forty years later, educa-
tional cooperation continues to
develop. At this year's anni-
versary event, the Eastern In-
stitute of Technology, Ningbo,
and RWTH Aachen University
signed a memorandum of un-
derstanding on academic co-
operation.

Under the agreement, the
two institutions plan to pro-
mote student exchanges, joint
research and industry collabo-
ration, initially focusing on
fields such as mechanical en-
gineering and artificial intelli-
gence.

A Friendship Sus-
tained Through Genera-
tions

The friendship between
Ningbo and Aachen over the
past 40 years has been sus-
tained by generations of people
working to bring the two
communities closer together.

In 1990, the Aachen-
Ningbo Sister City Promotion
Association was founded. In

the years that followed, Her-
bert Prömper, chair of the As-
sociation, visited Ningbo al-
most every year, sometimes
staying for as long as a month.

His office holds thousands
of business cards from people
he has met in Ningbo. He can
readily explain which schools
in the two cities are paired and
which hospitals have estab-
lished exchange programs.
People in Ningbo affectionately
call him "Grandpa Aachen,"
while German media refer to
him as "Mr. Ningbo." His ef-
forts also helped bring about
the naming of Ningbo Street in
Aachen in 2006.

In 2005, Ningbo Foreign
Affairs School and PIUS-
Gymnasium in Aachen estab-
lished a sister- school partner-
ship. Since then, students from
the two schools have taken part
in exchange visits every two
years, with around 25 students
from each city joining each
exchange and forming friend-
ships that often last well be-
yond the visits.

Leonie Zoika, from
Aachen, and Yan Jiaqi, from
Ningbo, first met online before
visiting each other's homes. In
2016, at the age of 18, Leonie
returned to Ningbo and worked

as a teaching assistant in the
German- language program at
Ningbo Foreign Affairs School.

After her six- month
placement ended, she contin-
ued to keep in touch with
teachers at the school by email.

"Leonie shared important
moments in her life with us,
such as going to Malaysia to
rescue stray dogs and applying
to study psychology at univer-
sity. She sees Ningbo as a
second home," said Gui Pan, a
teacher in the school's German-
language program.

The connection has con-
tinued into the next generation.
In 2018, Leonie's younger
brother took part in an ex-
change program at Ningbo
Foreign Affairs School and
spoke at a school event as a
student representative. He also
brought a special gift from his
sister: a handwritten letter of
thanks.

Industry Drives Co-
operation

For Volker Hagen, execu-
tive director and chief financial
officer of the Aachen- Ningbo
Sister City Promotion Associ-
ation, one of Ningbo's most
striking qualities is its ability

to turn plans into action.
Hagen first visited Ningbo

in 2003. Impressed by its port,
industrial infrastructure and effi-
cient business environment, he
decided to settle in Beilun and
establish a consulting company to
help German small and medium-
sized enterprises enter the Chi-
nese market. Over the past two
decades, he has helped connect
around 50 German companies
with Chinese partners, 12 of
which have established opera-
tions in Ningbo.

"The sister-city relationship
provides a lasting channel for
cooperation, helping Aachen's
technologies find practical appli-
cations in Ningbo's manufactur-
ing sector," Hagen said.

Ningbo has a major port
and a broad manufacturing base,
while Aachen is home to leading
engineering universities and
technology transfer organizations.
As industrial ties deepen, coop-
eration is expanding beyond in-
dividual projects to include closer
links between the two cities' in-
novation and industrial networks.

In April this year, a Ningbo
delegation visited AGIT, an
Aachen- based innovation and
technology transfer organization,
to discuss how research findings
could be translated into com-
mercial applications.

The itinerary for the latest
Aachen delegation includes visits
to companies in Ningbo such as
Geely, Fotile and Joyson Elec-
tronics. Their production facili-
ties and laboratories will offer
opportunities to learn more about
the city's manufacturing capabil-
ities and technological advances.
Discussions are expected to ex-
plore potential cooperation in
areas such as new energy, digi-
talization and sustainable devel-
opment, where both sides face
common technological challenges
and changing market demands.

A memorandum signed by
the two cities during the latest
visit also outlines plans to further
develop their sister-city relation-
ship. From a street named Ning-
bo in Aachen to closer coopera-
tion in education, business and
technology, the partnership con-
tinues to evolve as the two cities
look toward the next 40
years.

Ningbo and Aachen Mark 40 Years of
Friendship
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Insight Ningbo

By Jin Lu

Traditional pipa music,
a silent comedy performance
and craft displays are intro-
ducing South Korean audi-
ences to Ningbo's cultural
heritage at the 2026 Py-
eongtaek World Culture
Week.

A delegation from
Ningbo brought perfor-
mances and a city- themed
exhibition to the festival,
offering visitors a closer
look at the Chinese port
city's traditions, landmarks
and local specialties.

At the opening cere-
mony, musicians performed
Sounds of Ningbo, a pipa

medley showcasing the tra-
ditional Chinese instrument.
The performance was fol-
lowed by Reflections of
Mingzhou, a comic mime
depicting everyday life in
ancient Ningbo. The word-
less sketch drew laughter
and applause from the audi-
ence.

The Ningbo- themed
exhibition gave visitors a
chance to explore local
crafts and landmarks. Dis-
plays included traditional
Chinese knot buttons, silk
fans and jigsaw puzzles fea-
turing the city, alongside
images of Ningbo's land-
marks and local specialties.
Visitors could handle the

items, learn about traditional
techniques and discover more
about the city's history.

After visiting the exhibi-
tion, Shen Xiaogang, minister-
counselor for cultural affairs at
the Chinese Embassy in South
Korea and director of the
China Cultural Center in
Seoul, praised the diversity of
Ningbo's intangible cultural
heritage.

Pyeongtaek city official
Lee Jae- sik said he hoped
continued cultural exchanges
would strengthen ties between
the two cities. As port cities,
Ningbo and Pyeongtaek share
common ground for developing
closer connections, he said.

The two cities became

sister cities in February 2002.
Since then, exchanges have
helped build ties between the
cities' communities. The festi-
val provides another opportu-

nity for residents to learn about
each other's cultures and ex-
plore cooperation in tourism
and other people- to- people
initiatives.

Ningbo Showcases Its Culture at SouthNingbo Showcases Its Culture at South
Korean FestivalKorean Festival

By Zhao Yu

Ningbo's exports of electric ve-
hicles, lithium- ion batteries and pho-
tovoltaic (PV) products—collectively
known as the "new trio" —reached
56.85 billion yuan in the first three
quarters of this year, up 120% year on
year, according to Ningbo Customs on
October 23.

Exports of electric vehicles led
the growth, rising 190% to 36.84 bil-
lion yuan. Lithium-ion battery exports
increased 50.2% to 12.29 billion yuan,
while PV product exports climbed
55.3% to 7.72 billion yuan.

Private enterprises accounted for
54.8 billion yuan of the total, up 120%
year on year and representing 96.4%
of Ningbo's new trio exports. The
European Union, ASEAN and Austra-
lia were the main destinations, together
accounting for 46.9% of the total.

PV products have emerged as a
key contributor to the growth, with
local manufacturers expanding ship-
ments to established and emerging
markets.

At Ningbo Ulica Solar Co., Ltd.,
automated production lines turn out
PV modules for export to overseas
markets. In the first three quarters, the
company exported 1,396 containers of
PV modules, with total sales exceeding
1,000 megawatts (MW). Sales volume
rose 46% year on year, while export
value reached 500 million yuan, up
70%.

"While continuing to strengthen
our position in Europe, we have also
seen substantial growth in the Ameri-
cas and the Middle East," said Ma
Zhaoshuang, Ulica's global sales di-
rector.

Ulica's operations span the PV
supply chain, from silicon wafers and
solar cells to finished modules. Its
products have earned EUPD Re-
search's Top PV Brand recognition in
Europe, and the company has been
included in BloombergNEF's list of
Tier 1 PV module manufacturers.

However, exporting PV modules
at scale presents logistical and regu-
latory challenges. The products must
meet multiple certification require-
ments and strict regulatory standards,
while large shipments also depend on
timely customs clearance.

To help exporters move cargo
more efficiently, Ningbo Customs has
introduced facilitation measures in-
cluding advance declaration, direct
loading upon arrival and inspection by
appointment. These procedures have
reduced port dwell times and overall
customs clearance times for large PV
shipments.

"Faster customs clearance helps
us turn around large orders more effi-
ciently and respond to growing global
demand for new PV installations," Ma
said. "As we maintain our position in
Europe, we are also working to expand
our business in the Americas and the
Middle East."

Ningbo's "New Trio"
Exports Surge 120%
in First Three Quar-
ters

Visitors pose with Ningbo- themed souvenirs at the city's ex-
hibition booth during the 2026 Pyeongtaek World Culture Week in
South Korea. [Photo provided to Ningbo Times]

Aachen. [Photo provided to Ningbo Times]


