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By Zhao Yu

Recently, the Maritime
Safety Administration of the
Ministry of Transport launched
a dedicated "Arctic Naviga-
tion" service column on its
official website, drawing wide
attention in the shipping in-
dustry.

The column provides
one-stop access to Arctic route
application procedures, re-
al-time ice and meteorological
information, international po-
lar navigation rules, coastal
state regulations, and emer-
gency contact channels.

According to Yin Junjie,
Deputy Director of the Ningbo
Maritime Silk Road Research
Institute at Zhejiang Wanli
University, this move lowers
industry entry barriers through
inclusive public information
services and signals the state's
clear encouragement for di-
versified shipping entities to
participate in Arctic opera-
tions, thereby strengthening
the "Ice Silk Road" and safe-
guarding foreign trade supply
chains.

8 regular Arctic Express
flights, operated by a single

shipping company

This summer, the "Chi-
na-Europe Arctic Express"
will enter regular service.
From August to October, it
plans to operate on a weekly
schedule, with a total of 8
fixed voyages, all departing
from Ningbo Zhoushan Port as
the final Chinese port of call,
crossing the Arctic Circle di-
rectly to the UK's Port of Fe-
lixstowe and then connecting
to other major European ports.

Despite the expanded
schedule compared with last
year, all sailings are still op-
erated solely by Hai Jie Ship-
ping.

Industry insiders point
out that beyond high hardware
investments, the continuous
costs of research and frag-
mented information access
have discouraged most poten-
tial entrants. Real-time ice
conditions, multi-country reg-
ulations, and separate emer-
gency liaison channels impose

heavy burdens on companies
without established Arctic expe-
rience.

Zhu Chuanshu, founder of
Ningbo Jihang Shipping, which
mainly runs container services
on the Red Sea route, noted that
the Arctic route is navigable for
only two to three months each
year, with floating ice changing
constantly and policies fre-
quently adjusted.

Both navigational and poli-
cy risks are hard to estimate,
making companies hesitant to
take the first step.

Cargo owners also remain
cautious, as stable cargo volumes
are essential for sustained in-
vestment; without them, shipping
companies risk falling into a
loss-making cycle, which hinders
market development, added Xu
Xiaorong, overseas strategy ex-
pert at WIFFA.

Information disclosure is
expected to help more shipping
companies and shippers take
the "first step"

The new column effectively
addresses these gaps. It updates
Arctic meteorological and ice
data every three days, with ice
forecast charts marking ice extent
and thickness. It also compiles
polar navigation rules, Russian
Arctic administration regulations,
and other relevant documents,
and makes public the full appli-

cation process and emergency
hotlines of overseas Arctic com-
mand centers. Zhou Peitao, Dep-
uty General Manager of Seacon
Shipping (Ningbo) Co., Ltd.,
praised the four pillars – ice/
weather information, rules and
regulations, application channels,
and emergency communication
– as precisely matching the most
urgent needs of Arctic operators,
transforming previously "insider"
knowledge into openly accessible
public services.

Beyond promoting Arctic
routes, the platform aims to di-
versify global logistics networks,
reducing over-reliance on tradi-
tional passages like the Red Sea
and the Strait of Malacca, where
geopolitical risks continue to
rise. Although the Arctic route
has a short navigable window, it
offers fewer geopolitical disrup-
tions and faster transit times,
serving as a vital strategic back-
up corridor. The information
platform paves the way for more
shipping companies to explore
northern routes and build a
complementary network of "tra-
ditional maritime + Arctic Ex-
press + China-Europe rail."

For shipping companies
interested in Arctic operations,
the column now provides a
unified official information
channel, enabling reliable risk
assessment and better judgment
of the navigable window. For
forwarders and foreign trade

cargo owners, it serves as a
practical reference to indepen-
dently evaluate transit times and
potential risks, helping them
compare Arctic versus conven-
tional routes and arrange ship-
ments more flexibly. Ningbo
Mascube Import & Export noted
that transparent data empowers
foreign traders to better control
delivery timeliness and safety.

Seizing policy dividends,
how can Ningbo foster a di-
versified Arctic shipping eco-
system?

Seizing the policy opportu-
nity, Ningbo should foster a di-
versified Arctic shipping eco-
system. Some local firms have
already started preparations. In
June this year, Seacon Shipping
Group held an Arctic route
safety training seminar in Qing-
dao, inviting the China Classifi-
cation Society, insurers, meteo-
rological navigation agencies,
shipowners, and experienced
captains and engineers to discuss
polar navigation safety. Ningbo
Blue Wisdom Marine Technolo-
gy has launched systematic crew
training programs to address the
structural talent shortage faced
by small and medium-sized
shipping companies.

Experts suggest a dual ap-
proach – boosting both supply
and demand. On the demand
side, Ningbo can host dedicated

Arctic route promotion sessions
for its advantageous export in-
dustries such as new energy and
cross-border e-commerce, using
official column data to calculate
time-cost-risk tradeoffs for en-
terprises. It can also collaborate
with forwarders to build a shared
service platform, customize lo-
gistics solutions suited to Ning-
bo's cargo types, and consolidate
cargo from the Yangtze River
Delta hinterland to achieve
economies of scale and lower
transport costs, encouraging
more foreign trade companies to
try the route.

On the supply side, Ningbo
should develop full-chain inte-
grated services. Leveraging its
local manufacturing base, it can
deploy polar vessel supplies and
bonded anti-ice material storage,
and enhance the integrated "port
+ shipping + insurance + trade"
service system.

Nevertheless, experts cau-
tion that the commercialization
and marketization of the Chi-
na-Europe Arctic Express is a
long-term project that cannot be
accomplished overnight.

Xu Xiaorong emphasized
that sustained, patient efforts are
required to engage more stake-
holders in the "Ice Silk Road."
Through early pilot projects and
industrial reserve-building,
Ningbo can secure a leading po-
sition in the evolving
global shipping landscape.
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The first vessel on the China-Europe Arctic container express route. [Photo by Sun Yuzhuo]

By Lu Xinyan

A "Hi Craft" Cultural
Hub showcasing Ningbo's
traditional crafts and cultural
heritage opened in Singapore
on July 14, offering local vis-
itors a glimpse of the Chinese
city's history and folk tradi-
tions.

Hosted by the Singapore
Ningbo Association, the exhi-
bition features Yue kiln cela-
don from Shanglin Lake, tra-
ditional pankou knotwork,
Ningbo- style mahjong, and
exhibits related to Ming Dy-
nasty philosopher Wang
Yangming.

Among the visitors was
retired lawyer Hua Xuejing,
who was excited to see Ning-
bo's famed mise ("secret- col-
or") celadon on display in
Singapore. "I didn't expect to
see such a comprehensive
collection of Yue kiln celadon
here," she said, adding that
she hopes more people over-
seas will come to appreciate
the centuries-old craft.

For Liu Yijie, head of
communications engineering
at NCS Group, the exhibition
was a nostalgic experience.
Having lived in Singapore for
28 years, he said it was the
first time he had seen so many
cultural items from his home-
town brought together in one
place.

Chen Guoxiong, founder
of Jefter Industrial Supply,
said he invited several Singa-
porean friends to visit the ex-
hibition. "Events like this are
very meaingnful," he said.
"The exhibits tell the story of
Ningbo in a very engaging
way, helping people under-
stand the city's history and
culture through objects they
can see up close."

Yu Chenchen, an analyst
at Marina Bay Sands, said she
was especially interested in
the Ningbo- style mahjong
display. She only recently
learned that the version of
mahjong commonly played in
Singapore traces its origins to
Ningbo. "It's rare to see so
much Ningbo culture gathered
in one place here."

Organizers said the exhi-
bition is intended to give
overseas audiences a closer
look at Ningbo's cultural her-
itage through traditional crafts
and everyday objects associ-
ated with the city.

"Hi Craft" Cul-
tural Hub Brings
Ningbo Culture
to Singapore

By Jin Lu

As Europe experiences
another summer of record-
breaking heat, Ningbo manu-
facturers are well positioned to
meet soaring demand for
cooling appliances after years
of investment in product in-
novation, localization and
manufacturing capacity.

According to Ningbo
Customs, exports of cooling
appliances rose sharply in
June. Shipments of refrigera-
tors, freezers and similar
products reached 1.62 million
units, up 30.6% year on year,

while exports of ice makers
surged 77.7% to 814,000 units.

The spike in demand did
not catch leading air condi-
tioner manufacturer AUX off
guard. The company had in-
vested in smart production
lines, products tailored to Eu-
ropean consumers, and a
presence in Europe well in
advance. Its portable air con-
ditioners require no wall
drilling, making them well
suited to older buildings,
while AI-powered energy-sav-
ing models can reduce elec-
tricity consumption by up to
40%.

Other Ningbo manufac-
turers are also benefiting from
the increased demand. Ningbo
Ningshing International Inc.
has developed air circulator
fans designed for European
households, while Ningbo
Aquart Electrical Appliance
has expanded production of
portable air conditioners to
meet rising orders. Hidrotek
has found success in Germany
and Italy with a slush machine
that turns beverages into fro-
zen drinks.

With the European Union
tightening environmental and
sustainability standards, Ning-

bo exporters are also investing
in regulatory compliance, lo-
calized operations and after-
sales services. Industry ob-
servers say these long- term

investments are helping Chinese
manufacturers strengthen their
competitiveness in the European
market, even as demand fluctu-
ates with seasonal weather.

Europe's Heatwave Drives Demand for Ningbo
Cooling Appliances

Exports of cooling appliances rise sharply.
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