
By Jin Lu

Ningbo will host the
2026 Badminton Asia Cham-
pionships from April 7 to 12,
bringing many of Asia's high-
est-ranked players to the east-
ern Chinese port city for one
of the sport's premier tourna-
ments.

A Super 1000-level event,
the championships are the on-
ly top- tier badminton tourna-
ment scheduled in China for
the first half of 2026. With
Asian players dominating the
global rankings, the event is
expected to carry significant
weight for world standings

ahead of major international
competitions.

China will field a strong
lineup, led by men's singles
players Shi Yuqi and Li Shi-
feng, along with women's
singles stars Chen Yufei and
Wang Zhiyi. In men's doubles,
Wang Chang, a Ningbo native,
and Liang Weikeng will com-
pete on home soil, with both
players serving as event am-
bassadors. Other leading Chi-
nese doubles and mixed dou-
bles teams are also set to
participate.

International challengers
will likely include Thailand's
world champion Kunlavut

Vitidsarn, Indonesia's Jonatan
Christie, South Korea's Olym-
pic champion An Se- young,
alongside leading doubles
pairs from South Korea and
Malaysia.

Organizers said the event
will also incorporate enhanced
arena visuals, interactive digi-
tal features for spectators and
a trophy incorporating Ning-
bo's traditional inlay crafts-
manship. A fan festival and
more than 35 officially li-
censed merchandise items will
also be rolled out alongside
the tournament.

Matches will run from
qualification rounds on April 7

through the finals on April 12,
with tickets priced between 80
and 1,980 ($11 to $288)

available via major Chinese
ticketing platforms, including
Damai.

Ningbo to host 2026 Badminton Asia
Championships

By Jin Yuhan

On the afternoon of Feb
26, German Chancellor Fried-
rich Merz visited China and
led a delegation to tour Unitree
Robotics in Hangzhou.

In nearby Ningbo, just
over 100 kilometers away, a
staff member from the city's
foreign affairs office shared the
news on social media, adding a
comment: if the chancellor
were to visit Ningbo, he
should see Lingqiao Bridge.
The remark prompted renewed
reflection on the bridge's his-
tory and its connection to
Germany, tracing back nearly
nine decades.

A Bridge, A Bond

Spanning the Fenghua
River at Sanjiangkou, where
Ningbo's three rivers meet,
Lingqiao Bridge has long been
regarded as a landmark in the
city center. The steel bridge
measures 97.536 meters in
length and 25 meters in width.

Completed in 1936 by the
German company Siemens, it
was then China's largest single-
arch steel bridge. Its construc-
tion replaced a pontoon bridge
that had previously connected
the two banks, marking a sig-
nificant step in the city's urban
development.

In 1995, as the bridge ap-
proached its 60th anniversary,
specialists from Siemens trav-
eled to Ningbo to conduct an
inspection. In 2011, five years
after the bridge had exceeded
its original design lifespan, the
company sent a letter to local
authorities noting that the in-
tended service period had been
reached and recommending
structural strengthening mea-
sures.

A major renovation proj-
ect was completed in 2016.
More than 80 percent of the
original structure was pre-
served, and over 100,000 rivets
were reinstalled in their original
positions. Inspection agencies
later confirmed that the bridge
could remain in service for an-
other 40 years.

Built decades before
Ningbo and the German city of
Aachen established sister- city
ties, Lingqiao Bridge stands as
an early link between the two
sides and remains an enduring

part of the city's architectural
heritage.

A Lasting Sisterhood

In October 1986, Ningbo
and Aachen formally estab-
lished a sister-city relationship.
Located in western Germany
near the borders with the
Netherlands and Belgium,
Aachen is a historic city with
more than 1,000 years of his-
tory and is widely known as a
university town. It became
Ningbo's first sister city in Eu-
rope.

Herbert Prömper, former
chairman of the board of
Aachener Bank, played a key
role in advancing the partner-
ship. He became chairman of
the Aachen-Ningbo Friendship
Association in 1994 and held
the post for 23 years. During
that time, he visited Ningbo at
least once a year, with the lon-
gest stay lasting a full month.

Prömper maintained ex-
tensive contacts in Ningbo,
keeping more than 1,000 busi-
ness cards in his office. He was
closely familiar with exchange
programs between the two cit-
ies, from hospital partnerships
to school-to-school cooperation.

In 2017, at the age of 87,
Prömper stepped down. Ger-
man newspaper Aachener Zei-
tung and Ningbo Daily both

published feature reports on his
contributions. The coverage
was later archived by the
Ningbobang Museum as part of
the historical record of the cit-
ies' friendship.

That same year, Prömper
handed over his collection of
business cards to his successor,
Kai Uwe Müller of Sprachena-
kademie Aachen. Müller con-
tinued to facilitate contact be-
tween the two cities, traveling
frequently between Germany
and China. In 2018, he orga-
nized study visits to Germany
for 43 Ningbo middle school
students and 18 university stu-
dents, helping establish an an-
nual summer study program.

The association has since
entered a new chapter. It re-
cently appointed its first Chi-
nese chairman, Guo Yubao, a
tenured professor of mathe-
matics at RWTH Aachen Uni-
versity and the first Chinese
professor at the institution.

Guo has lived in Germany
for decades and has long been
involved in academic partner-
ships between the two cities. In
1984, what is now Ningbo
University of Technology was
selected as one of four Chinese
higher education institutions to
receive support from West
Germany, laying the ground-
work for later cooperation.

During a recent visit to
Ningbo, Guo made a point of
visiting Lingqiao Bridge. "The
bridge is still there," he said.
"So is the friendship."

Keeping the Con-
nection Alive

At Ningbo No. 2 Hospital,
a commemorative stone mark-
ing "15 Years of Aachen-Ning-
bo Sister City Friendship"
stands outside Building Six. In
2001, the hospital established a
partnership with Luisenhospital
Aachen, launching regular ex-
changes and training visits for
medical staff from both cities.

Educational ties have also
expanded steadily. Each sum-
mer, students from the German
Department at Ningbo Univer-
sity attend programs at
Sprachenakademie Aachen.
Last year, 24 students visited
the German city, where they
were received by Aachen's
mayor. They attended lectures
at RWTH Aachen University,
toured exhibitions at the Centre
Charlemagne, and visited the
Three- Country Point, where
Germany, the Netherlands and
Belgium meet. Ren Chunjing, a
faculty member who accompa-
nied the group, said many stu-
dents returned with plans to
pursue further studies in Ger-
many.

Academic cooperation dates
back to 1984, when FH Aachen
began supporting what is now
Ningbo University of Technology.
Since then, partnerships have been
established between multiple uni-
versities and high schools in the
two cities. Zhejiang Wanli Univer-
sity has also set up an overseas
campus in Hamburg.

Business ties have grown in
parallel. Germany is now Ningbo's
largest source of European invest-
ment. By the end of last year, Ger-
man investors had established 322
enterprises in Ningbo, with cumu-
lative investment reaching $3.72
billion, the highest among European
countries. Ningbo Zhoushan Port
has strengthened cooperation with
the ports of Hamburg, Bremerhaven
and Wilhelmshaven, while the Chi-
na-Europe Express rail service has
facilitated cargo transport.

This year marks the 40th an-
niversary of the Ningbo- Aachen
sister- city relationship, as well as
the 12th anniversary of the China-
Germany comprehensive strategic
partnership.

As the anniversary is marked
this year, the relationship continues
to expand—carried forward not only
by official agreements, but by the
students, doctors, entrepreneurs and
scholars who keep the exchanges
active. The bridge between the two
cities, built over decades,
shows no sign of narrowing.

Ningbo and Aachen at 40: A
Partnership Built to Last
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By Zhao Yu

The 34th East China Fair
opened in Shanghai on March
1, marking the first major for-
eign trade exhibition of the
year for many exporters.

According to the Ningbo
Municipal Bureau of Com-
merce, 276 companies from
Ningbo have participated, op-
erating a total of 390 booths—
both figures higher than last
year. The delegation included
70 specially designed booths
and 320 standard booths.

Daily consumer goods
accounted for the largest share
of exhibition space with 169
booths, followed by tableware
and kitchen supplies (49
booths), household appliances
and electronics (37 booths),
and home décor and gifts (34
booths). By district, Yinzhou
led with 93 booths, followed
by Haishu with 68 and Ninghai
county with 50.

For exporters, the fair
served as an early indicator of
overseas demand in the new
year. "We've brought upgraded
kitchen appliances and outdoor
camping products," said Zhou
Zhou, marketing director of
Xinhai Technology Group Co.,
Ltd. "The exhibition helps us
gauge demand trends and bet-
ter understand overseas buyers'
purchasing plans, which is im-
portant for setting the tone for
this year's production."

Shao Huangye, a sales
representative at Sonluk Bat-
tery who has been a regular at
the Fair for the past two de-
cades, said the company ad-
justed its packaging strategy
for the Japanese market. "Re-
tail shelf space in Japan is of-
ten limited, so our usual blister
packs aren't ideal," she said.
"This time we introduced
shrink- wrapped products to
better suit local display needs."

"Ningbo's companies have
participated in 33 consecutive
sessions of the Fair. The re-
sponse from exhibitors has
been largely positive, with
many expressing confidence
about overseas orders in the
months ahead," said an official
from the Ningbo Municipal
Bureau of Commerce.

276 Ningbo
Firms Take
Part in East
China Fair
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