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0) SPOTLIGHT

Ningbo Heats Up Winter Tourism with Slopes,
Snowmaking, and Year-Round Attractions

By Jin Yuhan

As temperatures fall,
Ningbo's two main outdoor
ski resorts—Shanglianggang
in Fenghua and Zhedong
Diyijian in Ninghai—have
opened for the winter season,
drawing a steady flow of vis-
itors. New snow-based activi-
ties introduced this year have
added to the appeal.

Despite limited natural
snowfall, winter tourism in
Ningbo has gained momen-
tum, supported by purpose-
built facilities and expanding
recreational options.

Making Snow Where
Nature Falls Short

"The facilities are well
run, and we come every win-
ter so my child can try ski-
ing," said Hao Jia, a local ski
enthusiast, during the New
Year holiday.

In a city that rarely sees
natural snowfall, ski resorts
hold strong appeal. Since re-
opening on December 28
last year, Shanglianggang Ski
Resort has received more than
8,000 visitors, up from the
same period last year.

Much of that growth
stems from upgrades to the
resort's snowmaking system,
which is calibrated to work
closely with local weather
conditions to keep slopes
consistently skiable.

Ningbo's first outdoor ski
resort, Shanglianggang is lo-
cated 1,080 meters above sea
level in the Siming Moun-
tains. It features a 200-meter
beginner slope with a maxi-
mum gradient of 18 degrees
and a vertical drop of 30 me-
ters, covering nearly 20,000
square meters of snowfield.

"Snowmaking  depends
on temperature and humidity,"
said Hou Jiaqi, the resort's
manager. "This winter has
been 1 to 2 degrees Celsius
warmer than last year, with
more frequent fluctuations, so
our team has to track condi-
tions carefully and time snow
production precisely."
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Shanglianggang in Fenghua, Ningbo's outdoor ski resorts, has opened for the winter season. [Photo by Yu Jiajia]

A similar approach is
used in Shenzhen Town,
Ninghai County, where winter
tourism also relies on higher
elevations and artificial snow.

The Zhedong Diyijian
Ski Resort, perched at 954
meters, operates two ski runs
for different skill levels, along
with a snow play area where
visitors can enjoy sledding
and other non-ski activities.

By combining favorable
terrain with advanced snow-
making, Ningbo's resorts have
turned limited natural snow-
fall into a workable—and in-
creasingly  popular—winter
tourism draw.

Manufacturing the
Gear Behind Ningbo's
Ski Boom

An enjoyable skiing ex-
perience depends on reliable,
high- quality equipment—and
Ningbo has a robust local
supply chain to meet growing
demand. This has become a
key pillar of the city's ex-
panding winter sports econo-
my.

Ninghai's Shenzhen

Town is home to 34 sports pole
manufacturers whose products
account for 60% of the global
market, generating nearly 1 bil-
lion yuan in annual output.

At Ninghai Xingda Leisure
Products Co., Ltd., workers as-
semble ski poles with precision.
"We began fulfilling domestic
orders as early as last September,
" said sales manager Lin
Yueyun. From September to
December 2025, the company's
domestic sales rose 30% year-on-
year, while monthly production
capacity grew by 20%.

Nearby, Ninghai County
Trojan Outdoor Products Co.,
Ltd. assembles trekking poles as
well as ski poles. "We've grad-
ually shifted toward serving the
domestic market, from Northeast
China to nationwide," a compa-
ny representative said. "Our an-
nual output value now exceeds
20 million yuan."

In Beilun, Ningbo Maosen
Sports Goods Co., Ltd. has spe-
cialized in ski supplies manu-
facturing for more than a de-
cade. "While most of our prod-
ucts were previously exported to
North America, Europe, Japan,
and South Korea, domestic or-

ders have steadily increased in
recent years," said general man-
ager Qiu Qianchen. With Chi-
nese consumers seeking more
diverse, high- quality winter
tourism experiences, the market
for local ski equipment is ex-
pected to continue growing.

Expanding Winter Fun
Beyond Ski Resorts

"After skiing at Zhedong
Diyijian in the morning, we
soaked in the Ninghai Forest
Hot Spring Resort in the after-
noon, and spent the evening
visiting the nearby village, sa-
voring local delicacies," said
Huang Jie, a tourist from
Shanghai.

In Ningbo, winter tourism
is moving beyond single attrac-
tions, as younger visitors gravi-
tate toward combined experi-
ences. Visitors are increasingly
pairing skiing with hot springs,
cultural activities, and photo
sessions, turning their trips into
full-day experiences.

"Transforming a single
winter attraction into a multi-
layered leisure experience is key

to driving visitor numbers and
spending," said Li Huamin, exec-
utive director of the Ningbo All-
for- One Tourism Development
Academy and a professor at Ning-
bo Institute of Technology, Zheji-
ang University. He noted, however,
that compared with more estab-
lished winter destinations else-
where in the Yangtze River Delta,
Ningbo still has room to improve.

At Shanglianggang, winter
tourism is being shaped around
local geography and ecology.
"After skiing, visitors can walk
forest trails and, if they're lucky,
see rime ice dangling off the tree
branches," said resort manager
Hou Jiaqi. The resort plans to add
new attractions such as snow-
themed installations and cafés to
increase its appeal.

Beyond ski resorts, winter-
themed attractions are also
spreading across the city. Scenic
areas and shopping complexes put
up winter-themed installations in
winter, highlighting the cold sea-
son's charm.

"Ningbo should play to its
local strengths and keep expanding
winter tourism beyond skiing, with
more distinctive products and
experiences," Li said. @

By Jin Lu

A direct cargo air link
between Ningbo and Liege,
Belgium, has resumed after a
six- month suspension, re-
storing a key logistics chan-
nel connecting eastern China
with major European distri-
bution hubs.

On January 8, a
freighter operated by Bel-
gium's ASL Airlines arrived
at Ningbo Lishe Internation-
al Airport. After unloading
inbound goods, the aircraft
departed with 104 metric
tons of cargo from Ningbo
and surrounding areas bound

for Belgium, marking the
route's official return.

The Ningbo - Liege
service is scheduled to op-
erate three times a week—on
Mondays, Wednesdays, and
Fridays. Unlike previous
operations  that  focused
largely on cross- border e-
commerce, the relaunched
route will carry a broader
mix of shipments, including
general freight alongside
online retail goods.

Inbound cargo on the first
flight primarily consisted of
health products from Germany
destined for Ningbo-based e-
commerce companies. Out-

bound shipments included vehi-
cles, tablet and phone accesso-
ries, and apparel, sourced from
multiple cities across eastern and
southern China.

Liege, located in the heart
of Western Europe, is a major
logistics hub, enabling rapid
distribution to markets such as
Germany, the Netherlands, and
France. The resumed service is
expected to relieve capacity
pressures on Europe- bound
exports, support advanced
manufacturing and e-commerce
in the Yangtze River Delta, and
boost air cargo volumes at
Ningbo Lishe International
Airport.

Ningbo Resumes Direct Cargo Flights
to Liege

The first resumed flight handles cargo at Ningbo.

[Photo provided by Ningbo Times]

Ningbo Airport Sees
Six- Year High in
Cross- Border Pas-

senger 'Traffic in
2025

By Zhao Yu

Ningbo Lishe International
Airport recorded a six-year high in
cross- border passenger traffic in
2025. Customs officials cleared a
total of 1.071 million inbound en-
tries and outbound exits over the
year, up 21.6% year on year, ac-
cording to data released by Ningbo
Airport Customs on Jan. 9

International connectivity
continued to improve. In 2025, the
airport operated 19 international
passenger routes linking Ningbo
with 18 overseas destinations, in-
cluding Budapest, Jeju, Singapore
and Kuala Lumpur. A total of 7,
691 international passenger flights
were handled during the year,
representing a 15.72% increase
from the previous year.

"Over the past year, we
worked closely with airlines to
expand international passenger
services," said Yan Liang, head of
Passenger Inspection Section 1 at
Ningbo Airport Customs. "In ad-
dition to resuming flights to
Phnom Penh, Hanoi and Vientiane,
we also introduced a new transit
route. Passenger flight volume
rose by more than 15% year on
year."

Travel to Hong Kong and
Macao accounted for a significant
share of outbound traffic. More
than 210,000 passengers traveled
to the two regions in 2025, up
23.77% year on year and repre-
senting about 40% of outbound
travelers. Passenger numbers to
Southeast Asian destinations such
as Singapore, Malaysia and Thai-
land exceeded 100,000, marking a
year-on-year increase of 19.9%.

Travelers  reported  short
clearance times despite higher
volumes. "There were clearly
more passengers than before, but
the entry process was efficient and
orderly," said Mr. Zhang, a Ningbo
resident who recently returned
from Singapore, where he visited
relatives.

Customs officials attributed
the growth of cross- border pas-
senger traffic to rising inbound
tourism, which, in turn, has been
fueled by expanded VAT refund
policies for foreign visitors and the
increase in duty- free shopping
options.

In 2025, Ningbo Airport
Customs processed more than 5.43
million yuan in tax refunds for
departing travelers, nearly tripling
the amount recorded a year earlier,
according to official figures.
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