
By Jin Yuhan

On June 4, the 2025
Zhejiang Waxberry & Local
Specialties Festival officially
opened at Shanglin Lake Ce-
ladon Cultural Heritage Park
in Cixi, Ningbo.

Notably, this is the first
time in the event's 19- year
history that the provincial-
level waxberry festival has
been hosted in Cixi.

As a major production
hub, Cixi is home to 6,000
hectares of waxberry orchards,
producing 65,500 tons in 2024.

Preserving Legacy
and Strengthening Com-
petitiveness

"Lychees from Fujian
and Guangdong, grapes from
Xiliang—none match the
waxberry of Wu-Yue," praised
Song dynasty poet Su Dong-
po. In Cixi, the documented
history of waxberry cultivation
goes back 2,000 years. Wild
waxberry remains dating back
to more than 7,000 years ago
have been discovered.

At the festival, visitors
couldn't stop praising the lo-
cally grown waxberry—spe-
cifically, a variety known as
"Biqi" —for its deep purple
color, tender flesh, and per-
fectly balanced sweet-tart flavor.

Cixi's waxberry owes its
reputation to two key factors:
well-aged trees and time-hon-
ored cultivation methods.

The growth of waxberry
cultivation in Cixi has been
remarkable. In 1949, the city
had just 267 hectares of or-
chards, producing a total of
750 tons. By 1985, the culti-
vated area had expanded ten-
fold, and annual output had
climbed to 12,500 tons. Nota-
bly, Cixi began cultivating the
Biqi variety well before Xian-
ju, another prominent waxber-
ry-producing area in Zhejiang.

"More than half of Cixi's
waxberry harvest now comes
from trees older than 50
years, and century- old trees
still bearing fruit are common.
Cixi is truly the birthplace of
Biqi waxberry," said Chai
Chunyan, Senior Engineer at
the Cixi Forestry and Spe-
cialty Technology Promotion
Center. These older trees, with

their deeper root systems,
produce fruit that is richer in
minerals and water content,
resulting in a superior taste.

Farmers continue to up-
hold traditional cultivation
methods, using plant ash to
nourish the trees and deliber-
ately growing ferns around
their bases. This approach
gives the waxberries a unique
flavor, distinguishing them
from varieties cultivated with
more modern techniques.

Competition in the wax-
berry market is intense. Early-
ripening waxberries from
Honghe Prefecture in Yunnan
travel over 2,000 kilometers to
reach eastern markets, arriving
two months ahead of local va-
rieties. In Zhejiang, Xianju's
Dongkui waxberries, large as
ping- pong balls, are highly
sought after. Meanwhile, Lanxi
in Jinhua has developed exten-
sive greenhouse cultivation to
provide off- season fruit. For
established growing regions
like Cixi, protecting the
wholesome natural flavor is
crucial to maintaining a com-
petitive edge.

"Showcasing different
regional waxberry varieties
side by side helps us recognize
each other's strengths, spot ar-
eas for improvement, inspire
innovation, and promote
shared growth," said a repre-

sentative from the Cixi Agricul-
ture and Rural Affairs Bureau.

Waxberries Powering
Rural Transformation

The transformation of the
Cixi Waxberry Festival from a
local gathering to a provincial-
level event underscores the po-
tential of a single product to
drive regional revitalization. By
promoting Cixi waxberry as a
premium local specialty, the
festival has sparked growth
across multiple sectors, including
retail, food processing, and
tourism, generating more em-
ployment opportunities.

The key to this success lies
in expanding the waxberry in-
dustry's value chain.

Waxberry-infused wine is a
distinctive Zhejiang product with
a long history and strong con-
sumer demand. At the festival,
provincial agricultural experts
introduced new standards for
waxberry wine.

Leading enterprises such as
Cixi Zilai Villa Waxberry Devel-
opment Co., Ltd. and Cixi
Zhuanghong Wine Co., Ltd.
showcased their flagship wax-
berry wines at the event. There
were a variety of other waxberry
products on display, including
juice, dried fruit, and pastries,
highlighting Ningbo's growing
waxberry industry.

The city now has 18 major

waxberry wine producers and has
expanded its offerings to pro-
cessed waxberry products. The
city's waxberry industry now
generates 2 billion yuan in out-
put, making it a key driver of
rural income.

Waxberry- inspired tourism
is driving further transformation.
"With nearly 1,000 visitors
booked for this weekend at our
waxberry- picking orchard, we
expect to earn 100,000 yuan—
without needing to hire workers
or worry about selling the fruit,
since visitors pick and take
home whatever they harvest,"
said Dong Kuanjun, manager of
Cixi's Quanquan Waxberry Eco-
Tourism Garden.

A New Generation of
Waxberry Entrepreneurs

Waxberry cultivation is la-
bor- intensive, requiring careful
attention and often demanding
physical effort, such as climbing
tall trees during harvest. The
rush to pick and sell the fruit
during harvest season can also
be exhausting, leading to fewer
young people entering the in-
dustry. Yet despite these chal-
lenges, a new generation of
growers is emerging.

Ningbo has actively pro-
moted agricultural careers to
younger generations. These
skilled and entrepreneurial indi-
viduals are increasingly becom-
ing leaders in the industry. In
Cixi, pioneers like Qi Difeng

and Qi Junyang are at the fore-
front of this shift.

At the event, Qi Junyang of
the Cixi Qiyuan Waxberry Co-
operative presented his brand.
The cooperative collaborates
with Yuchun Food Company and
Yuchun Family Farm on brand-
ing, resource pooling, and tech-
nology sharing. The cooperative
partners with local small farms,
supporting them and purchasing
their harvests. The farm manages
a 12.6- hectare orchard, selling
fresh fruit and coordinating cold-
chain logistics. The company
processes up to 300 tons of sur-
plus fruit each year.

"Our fresh and processed
waxberry generated over 7 mil-
lion yuan in sales last year," Qi
said. This collaborative model
creates economies of scale and
helps small farms expand their
market reach.

Qi Difeng joined other
waxberry entrepreneurs from
Shaoxing and Lishui to launch a
series of initiatives aimed at in-
creasing waxberry sales on dig-
ital platforms.

With strong government
support, digital tools, and a new
generation of farmers, Cixi's
waxberry industry is undergoing
a significant transformation,
evolving from tradi-
tional farming practices
to modern agricultural
methods.

Provincial Festival Highlights Cixi's
Waxberry Legacy and Growth

By Jin Lu

Hangzhou Bay National
Wetland Park in Ningbo has
entered its busiest season, as
thousands of summer migrato-
ry birds arrive to breed.

With temperatures on the
rise, egrets, cattle egrets, grey
herons, and night herons are
now at the height of their
nesting season. The wetland is
alive with activity: birds circle
the skies, perch in trees, and
tend to their young.

According to park staff,
the first flocks of herons began
arriving from their southern
wintering grounds as early as
February. The breeding season

peaks from May to July. The
park's reed beds and groves
serve as ideal nesting spots.
Currently, thousands of nests
are scattered throughout the
park. Adult birds can be seen
guarding eggs or feeding
chicks.

"Herons are very sensitive
to their environment. Clean
water, healthy vegetation, and
abundant food are all essential
for successful breeding," said
an ecology expert. In recent
years, the park has focused on
improving water quality, re-
storing native vegetation, and
controlling invasive species,
helping to stabilize the eco-
system. As a result, food

sources such as fish and insects
have become more plentiful.

As a key stop on the East
Asian – Australasian Flyway,
Hangzhou Bay serves not only
as a summer breeding ground,
but also as a key stopover for
migratory birds in spring and
autumn. In summer, herons
stay to raise their young,
drawn by the wetland's rich
ecological resources.

To protect the birds, the
park has installed remote
monitoring systems and estab-
lished designated conservation
zones. Volunteers also conduct
regular patrols and ensure re-
sponsible birdwatching among
visitors.

Today, visitors to the park
can enjoy the sight of herons
gliding through the reeds and
the sound of birdsong echoing

across the wetland—a striking
example of how wildlife can
thrive even on the edge of a
bustling city.
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Foreign friend tasts waxberries. [Photo provided to Ningbo Times]

By Zhao Yu

Early in the morning, Mr.
Zhu Maosheng, the clay sculpture
master, is once again hard at work
in the small courtyard of his home
in Mingyan Village, Shangtian
Subdistrict, Fenghua District. Af-
ter washing his hands, he walks
up to the plaster mold. Bending
down, he picks up a homemade
scraper and carefully brushes
away residual clay dust from the
mold's interior, revealing its struc-
ture beneath.

"I'm currently working on a
clay sculpture of Luo Guanzhong,
the author of the 14th-century his-
torical novel Romance of the Three
Kingdoms. It's now in the mold-re-
fining stage," he says, gesturing to
the nearly two-meter-tall figure be-
side him. "Once that's done, I'll fill
the mold with cement and other
materials, then shape the figure and
its facial expression."

Mr. Zhu is 60 years old and
has been a professional clay sculptor
for more than 30 years. He studied
Decorative Sculpture at the Central
Academy of Arts and Design (now
the Sculpture Department at Tsing-
hua University's Academy of Arts
and Design), where he trained under
renowned sculptors, including
Zhang Chang, a fourth- generation
heir to the famous Tianjin clay fig-
urine craft founded by Zhang
Mingshan. Zhu's signature works
include sculptures of the 108 heroes
from the classic Chinese novel Wa-
ter Margin and the statues of Fan Li
and Xi Shi on Taogong Island at
Ningbo's Dongqian Lake.

Mingyan Village is Zhu's
hometown. In 2008, while many
villagers were leaving in search of
new opportunities, he chose to re-
turn and pursue a lifelong dream: to
sculpt all 108 heroes of Water
Margin.

While employing traditional
clay sculpting techniques, Zhu has
in recent years incorporated modern
materials and processes into his
work. For example, he now rein-
forces sculptures with steel rebar
during the armature stage to im-
prove durability. He also uses plas-
ter mold-casting techniques, replac-
ing traditional clay with cement—
making the works more suitable for
outdoor display.

Since moving back to Mingyan
Village, Zhu has completed nearly
170 clay sculptures. This year, he
plans to create sculptures of Qi Ji-
guang, a 16th-century military gen-
eral, and Li Qingzhao, an 11th-cen-
tury female poet. His aim is to
deepen young people's understand-
ing of these iconic historical figures
and cultivate a greater appreciation
for China's profound cultural legacy.

Preserving China's
Heritage Through
Clay: Zhu Maosh-
eng's Art of Sculpt-
ing

Thousands of summer migratory birds arrive to breed.
[Photo by Xu Neng]


