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By Zhao Yu

Owning a robotic dog is be-
coming a new tech trend in
Ningbo.

As bionic robots make the
leap from industrial applications to
the consumer market, consumer-
grade robotic dogs are now ap-
pearing in retail stores. At Ningbo
Jingdong Mall, the first- floor
electronics section is drawing
crowds with its display of WEI-
LAN Alpha robotic dogs, espe-
cially among younger consumers.
Staff members were demonstrating
the product to shoppers, including
Mr. Lu and his son.

"Simply calling the robot
dog's name wakes it up. It can do
push- ups, dance, and shake your
hand upon command," said Qin
Jiaming, digital department man-
ager at Ningbo Jingdong Mall.
"Equipped with advanced AI
technology, the robotic dog can
perceive its surroundings, process
information, and recognize com-
mands. It can also recommend
restaurants and plan trips according
to your preferences, and perform
tasks like night patrols, companion
running, and graphical program-
ming."

During this year's Spring
Festival, as humanoid and quad-
ruped robots gained popularity, Mr.
Lin, a resident of Haishu District,
purchased the Go2, a consumer-
grade robotic dog from Unitree
Robotics.

Not long after its arrival, the
Go2 quickly became a beloved
"new member" of Mr. Lin's family.

"With some modifications,
there are many ways to use it," he
said. "Now, when I go grocery
shopping, I don't have to carry the
bags myself."

According to Unitree Robot-
ics, the Go2 features 4D lidar
technology, allowing it to accu-
rately detect and avoid obstacles.
This enables the robot to move
smoothly across complex terrain
and navigate crowded environments.

A recent industry report pre-
dicts that by 2031, domestic sales
of robotic dogs could reach 394,800
units.

Robotic Dogs Become
the Latest Tech Trend
in Ningbo

SPOTLIGHT

By Jin Yuhan

On the afternoon of
February 21, at the China
Construction Bank branch in
the Ningbo Municipal Gov-
ernment Service Center, Dave
Towey, Associate Dean at the
Faculty of Science and Engi-
neering of the University of
Nottingham Ningbo China,
received the city's very first
"Join in Card".

"This is the first‘Join in
Card' issued in Ningbo—what
an honor," said Towey. "With
this card, I no longer need to

carry my passport and work
permit every time I go out. It
really lightens my wallet. This
one single card allows me to
take public transport, shop,
and access healthcare."

Eager to test it out,
Towey immediately put the
card to use. At Fuqing North
Road Station on Metro Line
1, he tapped in seamlessly.
"No more buying single- ride
tickets—I just tap and go.
And if I'm eligible for a dis-
count, it applies automatically,"
he said.

The name "Join in Card"

comes from a Chinese phrase
meaning "gathering talents from
all over the world". It is part
of an important initiative to
enhance convenience for for-
eigners working and living in
Ningbo.

Previously, foreign nation-
als working in China had to
apply for a work permit and a
social security card— two sepa-
rate cards. With the current ini-
tiative, work permit information
is embedded in the social secu-
rity card, enabling foreigners to
access a wider range of services
with one single card. This

streamlining effort makes work-
ing and living in China signifi-
cantly more convenient.

Ningbo continues to attract
an increasing number of foreign
professionals. As of 2024, the
city is home to more than 7,700
permanent foreign residents.

"For years, I've been in
love with Ningbo's unique
charm as a port city and its rich
culture," said Towey. "Now, with
the‘Join in Card', the govern-
ment has made it even easier
for us to access public servic-
es—I feel like a true Ningbo
local now."
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Foreign professional uses "Join in Card" to take public transport.
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Ningbo Companies on the Global Stage

By Jin Lu

Ningbo's private enter-
prises are embracing the op-
portunities of a new era, driv-
ing growth through cultural
innovation, technological break-
throughs, and strategic fore-
sight as they navigate an in-
creasingly competitive global
landscape.

Pioneering Inno-
vation in Luxury Fab-
rics with Smart Man-
ufacturing

Consinee Group is re-
shaping global pricing stan-
dards for luxury fabric materi-
als, leveraging cutting- edge
technology and cultural heri-
tage to elevate its market po-
sition.

Inside the factory, lasers
etch intricate designs—some
inspired by Dunhuang murals—
onto cashmere with 0.01 mm
precision. Holding up a roll of
navy fabric, Mr. Xue Jingli,
Chairman of Consinee, points
out the faint diamond patterns
that emerge under the light.
Just six years ago, the interna-
tional price for this type of
cashmere hovered near the
break-even point. Today, with
the infusion of Dunhuang- in-
spired artistry, its value has
risen significantly. Once the
company's third smart produc-
tion line is operational, annual
output of high- end fabric is
expected to reach 2 million
meters.

Consinee's innovation ex-
tends beyond individual prod-
ucts, transforming the entire
production process. A network
of 1,620 interconnected devic-
es forms a distributed produc-
tion system linking 23 small
and medium- sized factories.
Each loom transmits over 300
real- time parameters, while
every meter of fabric carries a
unique digital identifier for
traceability. This patented
technology has already been
integrated into the supply
chains of luxury groups such
as LVMH and Kering.

In the factory's central
control room, a display juxta-
poses images of Dunhuang's
flying asparas with data from

New Zealand's pastures. At the
production line's end, cashmere
fabrics adorned with intricate
patterns are packaged for
shipment to destinations in-
cluding New York's Fifth Ave-
nue.

According to a Bain &
Company report, Consinee's
share of the global luxury
cashmere raw material market
has surged from 7% to 19% in
just three years.

"It's the perfect time for
us to show the world what we
can do!" Xue said proudly.

Leading Growth
in Energy and Ad-
vanced Materials
with R&D

In the first three quarters
of 2024, Ningbo Exciton
Technology reported a 91.44%
year- on- year increase in net
profit—driven by Chairman
Zhang Yan and his team's
strategic expansion across op-
toelectronics, photovoltaics,
automobiles, and batteries.

"For an entrepreneur, the
true beauty of this world isn't
found in picturesque land-
scapes but in the roar of ma-

chines on the factory floor,"
Zhang said, emphasizing the
company's commitment to in-
novation. While many com-
petitors remain entrenched in
the traditional optical film
market, Exciton Technology
has leveraged technological
breakthroughs to carve out new
opportunities.

In the energy storage sec-
tor, the company now supplies
1,000 tons of manganese iron
lithium sulfate materials di-
rectly to electric vehicle man-
ufacturers and major manufac-
turers of computer, communi-
cation, and consumer electron-
ics, with shipments of cathode
materials surging 300% quarter
on quarter. More significantly,
Exciton Technology recently
signed a technical agreement
with one of the world's top
three battery giants, and its
power battery materials labo-
ratory now operates around the
clock.

Meanwhile, the company
continues to strengthen its po-
sition in multiple industries. Its
market share for optoelectronic
display base films has reached
new highs, the defect rate for
photovoltaic backsheet films is
nearing zero, and the company

has secured contracts to supply
automotive window films to
multiple car manufacturers. As it
expands its global footprint, Ex-
citon Technology is working to
reshape the international value
chain for film materials.

Zhang remains confident in
the company's trajectory, citing
its long-term commitment to re-
search and development. "We
have consistently invested more
than 6% of our revenue into
R&D," he said.

"We must remain committed
to high- quality development by
focusing on our core business
and strengthening our manufac-
turing capabilities," Zhang added.

Powering Global
Sustainability with
Cutting- Edge Inverter
Technology

In a commercial complex in
Johannesburg, South Africa,
power outages are now a thing of
the past. Since installing Gin-
long's Solis three-phase inverters,
Peter's store no longer experi-
ences downtime due to unstable
voltage; he managed to pay off
his equipment investment in less
than three years.

This reliable power supply
comes from technological inno-
vation 12,000 kilometers away in
Ningbo. What began as a three-
person startup has grown into a
global leader in solar inverter
technology. Led by Mr. Wang
Yiming, the Chairman, Ginlong
has ranked third among global
inverter manufacturers for three
consecutive years.

In a rapidly evolving indus-
try, where photovoltaic technol-
ogy iterates every 24 to 36
months, the company has col-
laborated with institutions like
Shanghai Jiaotong University to
build a strong industry-academia-
research network. This partner-
ship has led to the development
of next-generation inverters that
can handle up to twice the
amount of photovoltaic power
consumption in real-time.

"I always remember some-
thing said to me by a South Af-
rican client, 'You've turned sun-
light into an inexhaustible
source of wealth,'" Wang said.
"As entrepreneurs, we must con-
tinue to contribute to China's
development through industry,
transforming sunlight into
green wealth and sharing
the potential of clean ener-
gy with the world."
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